Dear Patient:
This pamphlet has been designed
to provide you with information
about advance directives in
healthcare. It will also explain how
we can assist you in completing a
directive should you wish to do
so. If you have any questions,
please speak with your Physician
or a member of the staff.

2. Express specific instructions to your
healthcare team regarding such issues as
end-of-life care, intensity of treatment, etc.

Thank You

3. Assure that your wishes are known and

The DPAHC is often used to:
1. Appoint someone to act in your behalf

and to make healthcare decision for you if
you are unable to do so. These individuals
are called “surrogate decision makers”.

respected when care and service is provides.

What is an advance healthcare
directive?

An advance healthcare directive is a
written instruction that you give to
your Physician and members of the
healthcare team regarding your
treatment and care wishes.

What types of advance healthcare
directives are there?

There are several types of directives.
The most common type is known as a
“Durable Power of Attorney for Health
Care” (DPAHC). This is a legal document that you can use to express your
care wishes in the event that you are
unable to do so.

Why should I have an advance directive?

It’s not a pleasant subject to think about,
but the fact is there may come a day when
you are hospitalized and unable to make
healthcare decisions for yourself.
Having an advance directive assures that
your wishes are known and respected. It
also makes it easier on your family or
loved ones in making decisions during a
trying and difficult time.

Are advance directives permanent?

In general, an advance directive is valid
until such time as you may change or
amend it. There is no time limit or other
restriction.

Can I change my directive?

Yes. Your directive can be changed or
modified at any time. You may change
your directive either in writing, or
simply by verbalizing your wishes to
your Physician or healthcare provider.
It is recommended that any changes
to your directive be made in writing.

Will you honor my advance directive?

Yes. The organization will make every
effort to honor and respect your
wishes. However, we cannot honor an
advance directive that:

1. Asks us to do something that is

beyond our capabilities as a healthcare
facility.

2. Is contrary to State or Federal law
or requirements of external regulatory
and accrediting agencies.
3. Is contrary to our own policies as

mandated by our Board of Directors
and/or corporate parent.

How will you know that I have an
advance directive?
We would ask that you provide us
with a copy of your directive so that
it can be placed in your medical
record. In addition, each time you are
hospitalized, you will be asked if you
have a directive.
How do I go about getting an
advance directive?
There are several ways to obtain an
advance directive for health care:
1. Your family attorney can draw up
the directive for you.
2. We can help you complete a
directive if you wish to do so.

Your right to make
treatment decisions
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Okay...I would like to execute an
advance directive for health care.
What should I do?
For more information please visit the
Patient Registration & Resources
Center on our website at
TexasHealthSouthlake.com.

Our vision is to be the premier provider of
selected clinical service, an organization where
employees want to work, physicians want to
practice and patients receive compassionate
care. It is our mission to promote exemplary
healthcare, compassion, innovation and
personal service to all we serve. We appreciate
you choosing this community hospital and
allowing us to serve your healthcare needs.
Our staff is passionate about what they do and
has created principles by which the organization
consistently functions.
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Does that mean that you would
“witness” my directive?
In general, our staff cannot act as
witnesses in executing an advance
directive. We can assist you with the
process.

Texas Health Southlake

is a multi-specialty surgical hospital located
across the street from Southlake Town Square.
Bringing the 85-year history of Harris Methodist
Hospitals to the Southlake community, our
team is committed to our patients, our community
and our employees.

Southlake
Town Square
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1545 E. Southlake Blvd.
Southlake, TX 76092
TexasHealthSouthlake.com
The physicians on the medical staff of Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Southlake are
independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of the hospital.

Information About
Advance Directives for Health Care
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